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Grindal did, and in this way many mill coins were pre-
served on account of their novelty and beauty, while
those that were actually put into general circulation
would quickly disappear in accordance with the well-
known currency law of the contemporary financier. Sir
Thomas G-resharn, which may be paraphrased as "the
non-survival of the fittest."

In London as in Paris, there was vigorous opposition
to the new method of coining from the Corporation of
Moneyers at the Tower, who felt that Mestrell's innovation
was a direct blow to their vested interests. After a few
years the process was altogether discontinued. On the
25th August, 1572, the Warden of the Mint, Sir Eichard
Martyn, reported that Mestrell's machine had, after re-
peated trials, been found defective.25 From contemporary
Acts of the Privy Council, as summarized in the Eecord
Office publications,26 we gather that the Frenchman, who
is variously termed Ministrell, Mensterell, and If estrell,
was apprehended in 1577 under the charge of making
stamps for coining. From prison he addressed a piteous
appeal to the Becorder, and to Martyn, the Warden of the
Mint, that his goods which had been seized might be
restored to his wife and mother and family, on account
of their great poverty. There is, however, no record of
the result of this petition.

Mestrell was condemned at the Norfolk Assizes on the
1st of April, 1578, whereupon he turned informer against
one Drury, a confederate, who

" dwellings at the signe of the Crosse Keyes in Thetforde,
dealt with Mm for the making of a certain stampe of xiid

25  Ending, Annals of the Coinage, i. 345 (1810).

26  Acts of the Prinj Council, vols. ix. and x.